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Dab's School, 1910-1924 

'This place is full of eyes, and they all belong to the 

headmaster' 

Giles Cooper. 

MIL TON High School began work on Tuesday 26 July, the beginning 

of the third term of the year since in those days Rhodesia followed a four­

term cycle. Every day for a month this notice had appeared in the 

Bulawayo Chronicle: 

PRELIMINARY NOTICE 

Boys' High School, Bulawayo 
HEADMASTER, ERNEST D� BEER. B.A. 

(Classical Tri110.r). /art> of Jesus CollrgP, Camhridgr 

Term Commences 25th July 

THE HEADMASTER 

ls in auendancc at the School. daily. to meet Parent� between 9 ;1.m. an<l 
I o'clock. 

THE CURRICULUM 

Aims at providing instruc1:on in all subjects of the High School Code from 
Standard II. up to and including University Matriculation and Rhodes 
Scholarship. A specialised course is provided for pupils intended for 
Commercial, Industrial. and Agricullur::il pursuits. 

THE SCHOOL 

FEES 

Is directly under lhe control of the Department of Educ:11ion. and will b1: 
conducted on strictly undcnominational lines. 

Standard 11 20/- per term 
Standards Ill and JV 25/· per term 
Over Standard IV JO/· per term 

All books and other school requisi1es supplied free of chnrgc. 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

(a) Large and well-equipped classrooms designed 011 mos1 modern 
ltygienic principles. 

(b) A slaff composed of trained certificated 1eachers of long and successful 
experience. 

(c) Large well-equipped woodwork room and scienc� laboratory under 
the charge of a specialist in these subjects. 

{d) Spacious playing fields and organised games under supervision of 
master. 

THE BOARDING DEPARTMENT 

In connection with the School is under the control of the Headm;1ster and 
Mrs. De Beer. Boarding Fee: £10 p:r term. 

There arc a limited number of Go\'ernment Boarding Grams of £20 
per annum available. for which early application should b: made. 

Parents who are desirous of making: arrangements for pupils or 
boarders arc requested 10 communica1e with Mr. De 8::-er at the Palace 
Hotel. or P.O. Box 11. 
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of corporal punishment from "Dab". He was a strict disciplinarian and 
his word was law, but his pupils held him in the greatest regard. His 

general attitude to his charges was perhaps best summed up by himself 
when he took part in a debate during 1914 on the motion that "in the 

opinion of this house the scholars have too much work to do, both mental 

and physical". The Miltonian records his contribution thus: 

"He commenced by quoting a well-known saying, 'Satan finds 
some evil still for idle hands to do.' He said that if work was not 

provided for every moment of the day, there would be mischief. 
'After an ordinary school-day, followed in the afternoon by the 

ordinary games, would these galley-slaves', he asked, 'be found, 

after tea, lying in an exhausted state on the Prep. room floor? 'No', 

he said, 'this is not so.' The Prep. room, he continued, was 

generally at that time the scene of furious uproar. He then 
remarked that if one did one's work well in school one would find 
that physical work was a real recreation ... He continued, 'If one 

works well at school and at reasonable pressure, when the time 
comes for putting forward an effort under the strain, one will not 

be found wanting'.''7 

Mr. de Beer was married with two children, a son and a daughter, and 
throughout his time at Milton he lived in and ran the hostel. His wife was 

known for her kindness and help on all occasions. His trade mark was his 
boater - he was never without it and, spied from afar, it often enabled 

culprits to make a quick getaway before they could even be recognised, 
much less stopped. 

Many activities began in those first years of the school's life: a large 

number of boys expressed an interest in photography and accordingly, 
after a lecture by Mr. Fenn, a Camera Club was estabished early in 1912; 

two years later a Literary and Debating Society was formed and on one 

occasion at a mock trial, Victor Robinson, subsequently Rhodesia's 

Attorney-General, was sentenced to hang by Allan Welsh, later to 
become Speaker of the House of Assembly; that same year saw the 

beginnings of a Woodwork Club which also offered tuition in "perforated 
carving or fretwork"; concerts were organised regularly on Saturday 

nights and the performers came from both town and school; and in 1913 

the first Milton-Eveline co-production took the boards - Gilbert and 
Sullivan's "H.M.S. Pinafore", to be followed in 1914 by "The Gondo­

liers" and, over the next few years, most of the popular Savoy operas. 

Another activity was popular too: at this time the golf course came 
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'For what reason seems nowhere to be recorded, although most probably it was quite 
simply from "De Beer".

7 Despite this eloquent contribution, the motion was carried 24-11. A future headmaster, 
Mr. R.K. Gracie, would no doubt have supported "Dab"; when faced with similar 
complaints, he was fond of remarking that he had yet to hear of a boy who had died of 
overwork. 

'Younger brother of Edward VII (1850-1942). 
9 "This experiment was Sulphuretted Hydrogen which the Duke said was always his 
favourite when he was a school-boy" (The Miltonian, Vol. I, No. 1). 
10 The magazine first appeared in June 1912 and thereafter quarterly ("price 5s. per annum; 
post free, 5s.6d, or ls.6d. per quarter") iintil September 1914. Editorials had frequently 
made mention of the number of unpaid subscriptions but evidently to no effect for it "was 
then stopped, owing to pecuniary troubles in discharging the debt for printing". On its 
reappearance in an edition dated "October, 1914-September, 1917", the Editor 
expressed the hope that "it will meet with more enthusiasm than previously". Evidently it 
did since it appeared twice yearly until 1930 and then finally settled into the annual 
publication which has continued unbroken to the present. 
11 An old boy of St. John's took part in what was the very last engagement of the Great War. 
Sergeant Max Greenspan (subsequently of the Greenspan Ranches) was in the King's 
African Rifles pursuing van Lettow's Schutztruppe into Northern Rhodesia in November 
1918. Von Lettow had occupied Kasama and his rearguard was holding forward elements 
of the K.A.R. on a river bank a few miles to the north. Night fell on a stalemate on 12 
November and Greenspan received his orders for the following morning - but during the 
night a German patrol intercepted a British motorcyclist carrying news of the armistice to 
the commander of the K.A.R. Sgt. Greenspan's written order - presumably the last of the 
war - is still in the family's possession. 
12 It was perhaps one of the choir who opined in the Miltonian of November 1923 that 
"Matins are what you kneel on in St. John's". 

13 See Appendix 1. 
14 It is unlikely that they could be so particular nowadays as import restrictions mean that 
even parts of the daily uniform such as ties and socks are no longer available ... 

15 In later years, some of Verwoerd's contemporaries were surprised to discover that they 
had been at school with the Prime Minister of South Africa; they had not connected the 
apostle of Afrikanerdom with the quiet, English-speaking lad they had known as Harry 
Verwood. 

Odds and Ends, 1910-1924 

February 1911: A large consignment of books arrived for the school 

library, chosen by Mr. Duthie, the Director of Education. 

September, 1911: The old St. John's buildings were finally vacated and 

the school gained new woodwork and science rooms. Hitherto the 

boys had used a bicycle shed as a woodwork room. 

June 1912: The Miltonian announced that "School colours &c. can be 
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bought at Messrs. Haddon & Sly's at the following prices:­
School ties at 2s.; school belts at ls.9d.; stockings, 2s.6d. to 
3s.9d.; 1st cricket team blazers, 17s.6d.; school ribbon at ls.3d. a 
yard. 
All boys requiring any of these articles must get a written order 
form from the Principal." 

June 1912: Tree-planting had begun in the grounds and by the end of 
June there were over 100 trees. 

December 1912: The Camera Club had to limit its operations as it did 
not wish to "put a drain on the Bulawayo water supply; also the 
general heat brought about a certain annoying antipathy between 
the glass and the film". 

1913: Milton's first Rhodes Scholar - D. Randall. 
1914: Two Milton "cafes" were established in the grounds. Here one 

could obtain tea, cakes, biscuits and sweets at reasonable prices. 
The buildings were made of iron and sacks. The one was named 
the "Miltonian Cafe" with H. Cooper as proprietor. The other was 
the "Milton Hotel" with W.H. Davidson as proprietor. 

21 October 1914: 1st R.R. left for Salisbury, among them D.S. Judson 1, 
the first Milton boy to join up, and Mr. R. Allan, a master. 

16 November 1914: Convicts began levelling the school field. 
24 May 1915: Empire Day - all boys went to bioscope pictures at the 

Palace Theatre as guests of the municipality. 
4 November 1916: Mock trial of the Kaiser with Mr. A.R. Welsh as judge 

(he was later Speaker of the House of Assembly). 
16 May 1917: R.L. Cranswick awarded a Rhodes Scholarship. 
December 1917: F.W. Thomas was awarded the Croix de Guerre and the 

Military Cross; "Tommy" Lewis had gained his pilot's certificate 
in the Royal Flying Corps, the first Rhodesian born, bred and 
educated to receive this.2 

May 1918: The Town Council presented the school with fifteen guineas 
to celebrate Empire Day in any way it liked. "Various suggestions 
were put to the vote and it was decided that the School should go 
to see the film, 'Symbol of Sacrifice', on Thursday, May 30th". 

November 1919: The Bulawayo Chronicle noted "in connection with the 
last show week: The Milton High School leads in woodwork, the 
articles including full-sized and highly-finished writing tables and 
desks, chairs, bookcases, and many other articles; several of the 
boys having earned high distinction." 
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June 1920: All boys, day boys and boarders, were examined by Dr. 

Hayes. "It was found that taken as a whole the boarders were 

healthier than the day boys." 

24 May 1920: Empire Day - Sir Otto Beit was present at a presentation 

of medals to cadets and gave a short address. 
June 1921: The number on the registers was 390 of whom over 160 were 

boarders, compared with about 60 in 1916. "There is not an inch 

of space in the boarding house or the four cottages which have 

been taken over by the school. A new boarding house is due to the 

Milton as well as our sister school, the Eveline, and others in the 

territory as soon as the necessary funds are in hand." 

November 1922: The Miltonian reported the following exchange: 

"Boy: Please, teacher, I've lost my rubber. 

Teacher: Well, use the little boy's behind." 

1923: The Miltonian reported that "The Staff Automobile Club is in a 

very bad way ... The president disappears on Sundays and does 

things with bits of tin. He has a new bonnet on the car, and it is 

rumoured that when a new chassis has been bought, a new engine 

assembled, the old body replaced by a new one, and new wh�els 

(with new tyres) put on, then the car will be almost as good as new. 

There are also rumours that a well-known member of staff intends 

soon to buy something of the kind but is hesitating between a Ford 

and a motor-car." 

May 1924: A "Jazz Orchestra" was formed in the school, consisting of 
two violins, 'cello, bones, drums and Swannee whistle. 

Notes 

1 See Appendix E - "Pat Judson". 
2 See Appendix D - "Milton at War" - for more information on Tommy Lewis. 
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