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Livingston and the
“Modern Side’’, 1930-1939

“They illuminate our whole country with the bright light of
their teaching’
Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln.

COLONEL BRADY'’S successor in 1930 was H.G. Livingston, pre-
viously headmaster of Umtali High School and another man with a
distinguished record as both soldier — he had ended the war with the
Military Cross and the rank of major — and scholar, for he was described
as the country’s leading classicist. On his departure eleven-and-a-half
years later he recalled that, soon after his arrival at Milton, “he formed
the opinion that the School needed a little quiet development”, and in
his first years, that was what he gave it. The most visible sign of his
presence in the early thirties was perhaps the vast number of trees that
were planted — he was a dendrophil and the Miltonian of 1932 noted
that “the Headmaster’s enthusiasm for tree planting is at last beginning
to show some effect, and in a year or two the School grounds should be
very beautiful. Even now the place is assuming a much more pleasant
appearance than it had a year or two ago”. And two years later it
reported: “Further progress has been made with tree planting, and the
front of the School is now a delight to the eye. The Headmaster’s
enthusiasm for tree planting is further in evidence from the numerous
new holes for trees in various parts of the School grounds”. Many of the
literally hundreds of trees that Mr. Livingston had planted have gone to
make way for furtherbuilding, but many more stillstand,adding much to
the attraction of Milton’ssetting.In 1932 the Headmaster’s house in the
north-east corner of the groundswas builtand Mr. Livingston was able to
move in just in time for Christmas after two-and-a-half years in Charter
House.
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new houses appeared —Birchenough, Borrow, Fairbridge and Heany®.
And no sooner had the dust settled on the academic and sporting
reorganisation of the school than it faced the upheaval of the Second
World War.

Notes

! After his return to Cape Town, he wrote expressing his gratitude for ‘‘a marvellous four
days which I shall never forget, something that I would not have missed for worlds. .. I have
one regret: several times I should have liked to voice the feelings in my heart, and to try to
explain what the whole affair meant to me, and how muchI loved and appreciated all that
you were doing. But I am a shocking bad hand at anything of that sort in public, so here I am
penning these rather cold words much too late. Well, you must all forgive me and take the
word for the deed.”

]llness, however, prevented his attendance.

*Himself an old boy of the school. He later became Chaplain of Plumtree.

*These buildings form the south range of the quad now named after Mr. Livingston.
*From the Latin “oppidum” — a town.

¢The only one of these four gentlemen to have any real connection with Milton was Sir
Henry Birchenough, President of the B.S.A. Company from 1925 to 1937 and Chairman of
the Beit Trust. He had also donated an annual Empire Day essay prize of £5 to the school.
Henry Borrow was a Cornish soldier who was Adjutant of the Corps in the Pioneer Column;
he died in 1893, aged 28, with Allan Wilson and the Shangani Patrol. Kingsley Fairbridge,
the poet, is perhaps better remembered, particularly for his advocacy of farm schools and
the outdoor life. Maurice Heany was a Virginian adventurer who was Captain of ‘A’ troop in
the Pioneer Column and took part in the Jameson Raid before retiring to Bulawayo where
he died in 1927.

Odds and Ends, 1931-1939

24 June 1931: En route for leave in England, the Governor, Sir Cecil
Rodwell, visited the school, which celebrated a holiday on 10
July, the day the ship sailed from Cape Town.

August 1931: Trevor Wright! became the first Milton boy to pass the
difficult Advanced Grade (Violin) Exam.

2 May 1932: The junior forms presented A.P. Herbert’s “Fat King
Melon and the Princess Carraway’.

October 1932: A Science Society was formed and, in its first year, visited
the Railway Workshops, the Flour Mills, the Acetylene Works,
the Lonely Mine, the Telephone Exchange and the Printing
Works.
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13 June 1933: After a speech by Lord Lloyd on Britain’s Royal Navy, a
branch of the Navy League was formed at Milton. Membership
was open to boys in Forms III, IV and V and soon the League
boasted a membership of twenty boys.

30 September 1933: A school fete was held in aid of the Child Welfare
Society; attractions included donkeys, a skittle-alley, coconut-
shy and “The Great Mephisto”.

October 1933: Milton’s first swimming colours were awarded to A.L.
Painting who was a member of the Rhodesian Currie Cup team to
visit Durban.

1934: Visitors to the school included Sir Alexander Godley, ex-Governor
of Gibraltar, the Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh, Agent-General in
South Africa for the Government of India, and Colonel J.H.
Patterson,D.S.0., the author of “The Man Eatersof T'savo”. The
school also participated in the welcome for Prince George (later
King George VI) and the Cadets paraded for his inspection on 28
March.

6 August 1934: On the occasion of the unveiling of the Livingstone
Memorial at the Victoria Falls, the Head Prefect, J. Brown, laid
a wreath on behalf of the school.

October 1934: A Wireless Club was founded, giving rise “to many weird
noises at Milton”’. Mr. Jackson donated a wireless set to the Club
and members visited the Bulawayo Broadcasting Station.

November 1934: The last silent film was shown at Milton: ‘A week ago
we were informed that the day of the silent film was over — none,
in fact, had been made for the past five years, so that no more will
be shown in the Beit Hall . . . There was, however, a silver lining in
this apparently blackest of clouds — if every boarder subscribed
£1 we should be able to buy a ‘talkie machine’.”

24 January 1935: A Johannesburg branch of the Old Miltonians’
Association was started with Joe Margolis as Chairman.
September 1935: Milton won the Mim Du Toit Tennis Trophy by

beating Prince Edward’s by one game.

28 September 1935: P. Mansell took four wickets with consecutive balls
whilst playing for the 1st XI against the Combined Banks.

October 1935: Jock Thompson’s “A History of Sport in Southern
Rhodesia” was published.

July 1935: In the 50th Plumtree match, played at the B.A.C. Ground,
Milton lost 0-23.
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April 1937: The school bought a sound projector and the first film to be
shown was “Little Miss Marker’’, a Shirley Temple film, “but not
up to the usual standard of the productions of the juvenile star’.

July 1937: The Carl Rosa Opera Company visited Bulawayo and about
forty boys attended a matinee of ‘“Cavalleria Rusticana’ and “I
Pagliacci’’; so enthusiastic were they that “a great number
resolved to see the next matinee performance of ‘Carmen’. One
boy, whose pocket money had been exhausted, was so enthusiastic
with the beauty of the opera that he sold a pair of his trousers to
obtain the money necessary for admission”.

September 1937: At the suggestion of Mr. Jackson, Pioneer House
started a model plane club. On Speech Night, the Headmaster
commented: “Although the law of gravity has proved as intrac-
table as ever, many of the machines are a credit to their youthful
constructors”.

October 1937: The “Ten Club’’ was formed to discuss world problems of
the day.

5-6 November 1937: Plumtree beat Milton by four wickets in the 50th
cricket match.

23 April 1938: In the first Plumtree—Milton Athletics Meeting, Plumtree
won by 24 points to 18.

28 November 1938: At Speech Night, the Mayor announced that *“ an
application by the School Council to the Municipality asking for
500,000 gallons of water a month for the maintenance of the
school sports grounds had been considered and passed by the
Bulawayo Town Council”’.

September 1938: Milton won the Mim Du Toit for the fourth successive
year.

May 1939: Visitors to the school were Sir John Chancellor and Lady
Beit, both in Rhodesia for the opening of the Otto Beit Bridge at
Chirundu.

September 1939: Milton lost the Mim Du Toit Cup to Prince Edward by
one game.

3 November 1939: The guest at Speech Night was the Governor, Sir
Herbert Stanley, who was paying his first official visit to Milton.

Notes

! Later General Manager of Rhodesia Railways.
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