8
“The Leading
Boys’ School”’, 1970-1985

“You go to a great school not so much for knowledge as for
arts and habits’
William Johnson Cory.

‘Time present and time past
Are both perhaps present in time future,
And time future contained in time past’
T.S. Eliot.

ALTHOUGH U.D.I. was nearly five years old, there seemed few clouds
on the horizon for either Rhodesia or Milton in 1970. The problems of
readjustment in the post-Federal years had largely been overcome: for
the first time in more than a quarter of a century the school had stopped
growing and numbers had stabilised; Mr. Brett’s insistence onacademic
excellence had paid handsome dividends and the sixth form, for all the
scare of a few years earlier, still offered a wide range of subjects taught to
the highest standards; extra-mural activities, too, flourished with all the
expected clubs and societies including a Social Studies Association,
Folk Club, Printing Club, Radio Club and Aristotelian Society (‘“‘to
discuss subjects of a philosophical nature’’ — one term’s programme
included “primeval logic”’, introductinns to the philosophies of Hume,
Hegel and Socrates and a discussion on Eastern religion) as well as the
more traditional of school societies; and there was a wealth of sport —
athletics, baseball, basketball, cricket, cross-country, gymnastics, hockey,
judo, rugby, shooting, soccer, squash, swimming, tennis and water-polo
were all on offer and, in most cases, coached to a high standard.

Mr. Brett had departed at the end of 1969 and the new headmaster
was Mr. R.K. Gracie; he was South African born and educated but his
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This sum was successfully raised, as was a further substantial amount for
the Jubilee Pavilion. The cricket pavilion of 1940 was both too small and
somewhat remote and there had been a long-felt need for better
facilities; the new building was intended to embrace a permanent tuck-
shop, store-rooms, kitchen and toilet facilities as well as the main hall to
seat 160. Despite some problems in gaining Ministry approval for the
plans (required before any building may be erected on government land),
building went ahead during 1972 and the Pavilion was formally opened
on Sports Day — 31 March 1973 — by Mrs. Sonia Palte, long-serving
secretary to the P.T.A. The building has more than lived up to the hopes
of its instigators — as well as serving its primary purpose, it is a most
convenient ‘“small hall” for a whole multiplicity of events, boarders’ film
shows, 100 Club gatherings, meetings and the rest, and is much used by
outsiders too — various societies meet there regularly and it has also
served as a polling station in its time.

Although the decade began with great optimism, as it progressed
the realities of civil war began to be felt and Milton soon had cause to
grieve with bereaved parents and pupils for the loss of young and
promising lives: Old Miltonians, parents and, before the end, for the first
time in a Rhodesian war, schoolboys themselves lost their lives and the
traditional Armistice Day service — which had been conducted at Milton
without a break since 1919 — took on a fresh and added poignancy. Out-
of-town activities were seriously curtailed with the steady escalation of
the guerilla war and Milton, in common with most schools, had to adapt
to new and sometimes alarming working conditions. Staff and pupils had
to become accustomed to bomb and evacuation drills®, a security fence
to surround the entire school was promised’ and armed escorts became
the order of the day if teams travelled beyond the City boundaries.

Male members of staff were “called up” for military service, almost
without exception, and, although as the situation worsened, teachers
wherever possible were drafted into the Police Reserve and their period
of service made to coincide with school holidays, the teaching programme
was often seriously disrupted and increasing number of male teachers,
faced with the prospect of never getting a break, chose to leave the
profession and often the country rather than face the constant, harrowing
dislocation of their lives. Conscription cast a long shadow over the sixth
form and increasingly boys seemed unable to look beyond their period of
compulsory military service, especially as the list of old boys killed on
active service grew ever longer.
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those with problems and difficulties of any nature, there was no more
willing ear and there followed not meaningless platitudes and vague
sympathy, but sensible advice and practical assistance. He was a man of
many parts and much of the success of the seventies can be laid at his
door: he introduced the house plays and produced several of the school’s
most outstanding full-length plays including an irresistibly delightful
“Teahouse of the August Moon”’. His interests were mainly cultural but
there was no more devoted supporter of Milton sport. Rarely would he
miss a 1st XV fixture but equally he was frequently to be seen on the
boundary of a junior cricket match, an unmistakable figure with hat
cocked at a jaunty angle. When occasion demanded, he coached with
great enthusiasm one of the lowlier rugby sides which was severely
defeated on a number of occasions; nothing daunted, he persevered and
when finally his motley crew came together as a team and won a famous
victory, his pleasure was delightful to behold.

In his last years at Milton, he became increasingly convinced of the
value of careers education and with characteristic energy determined to
implement his ideas. The result of his efforts was a greatly increased
awareness in the school as a whole of this important subject and a
superbly equipped careers room. At the end of 1978 he became
headmaster of Lord Malvern School in Salisbury, one of the most
demanding jobs available in education at the time, for the revolution in
education proceeded more swiftly there than anywhere and all eyes were
on it with a procession of journalists, photographers and television
camera men, members of parliament, university lecturers and even the
Minister of Education, Mr. Mutumbuka, coming to see for themselves.
As those who knew him at Milton were not surprised to learn, he rose
supremely to the challenge to become one of the most widely respected
figures in education in the country. There are few in Milton’s long history
who gave more to the school and fewer still who were so much missed; at
a staff meeting not long before his departure, a member of staff asked
whether “Mr. Dry was to be replaced” and the subject of the enquiry was
heard to murmur “I’'m irreplaceable”. Indeed he was, and to him must go
much of the credit for the ease with which Milton faced the new situation
brought about by independence.

As the decade drew to its close, it was apparent that it was bringing
with it the most dramatic single change in the history of education in
Rhodesia. The signing of the Salisbury Agreement on 3 March 1978 had
made inevitable the dismantling of segregation in all spheres and the
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E. Andersen, 1981-1984.

H. Fincham, the present Headmaster.






Education had soon realised that the immense expansion of the system
simply did not allow sufficient funds for the upkeep of the older schools
like Milton with their multiplicity of facilities and considerable acres of
grounds, and accordingly any school was empowered to form a manage-
ment committee which would be legally entitled to levy a fee from all
parents, provided that a substantial number of those same parents could
be persuaded to support the proposal. Aided by his wife and senior
members of staff, Mr. Andersen finally achieved a nearly ninety per cent
“yes” from parents and a levy of $40 per term was duly introduced. The
financial independence that this gives to the school is of immeasurable
importance and it means that not only is the endless, Sisyphean task of
fund-raising through sponsored walks, raffles, fetes and the like largely a
thing of the past, but that the school is in a position to decide its own
priorities. The Chairman of the School Council, Roy Stephens?®, singled
out the following areas when the levy was first imposed:

“a) academicrequirements — these include text books, teaching

aids, laboratory equipment, library books, etc.

“b) grounds’ maintenance — covering such items as plant
replacements, tractors, mowers, piping, pumps, fertilizers,
etc.

“c) sporting equipment — embracing its purchase and also the
development and maintenance of existing sports buildings,
courts, fixtures, etc.

“d) new capital projects — this would arise where a new activity
or building was required and existing facilities were unable to
cope with the expansion.

“e) the employment of additional academic or non-academic
staff.”

Within the first year of the levy, considerable sums had been spent under
all of these headings and the school had acquired a colour television and
video, a new vanette, new duplicating equipment — Banda machine,
electric duplicator and, most valuable of all, plain-paper copier — and
two further all-weather tennis courts.

Most unusually, there was no interregnum on Mr. Andersen’s
departure and Milton again welcomed an experienced headmaster,
indeed one of the most experienced in the country for Harry Fincham
had been in residence at the rival Gifford for ten years. His task was no
more enviable than that of his immediate predecessors fornumbers were
rising more rapidly than ever and the school again faced a population

89


















Odds and Ends, 1970-1985

2 March 1970: The Special Air Service gave a display of their weapons
and equipment at Milton.

May 1970: A public address system came into use within the school.

22 July 1970: A half-hour flight round the Matopos and Bulawayo was
organised by the Science Club; 53 boys went on the flight. They
were also given a demonstration of the airport fire brigade in
action and visited the meteorological office. There was a similar
expedition the following week.

June 1971: A sponsored walk raised over $8 000.

July 1971: Peter Jones, head boy in 1966, was elected Oxford
University’s Captain of Cricket for 1972. He was Oxford’s sixth
successive Rhodesian cricket captain, the second from Milton —
Giles Ridley was his predecessor in 1967.

December 1971: Lionel Reynolds led a 115 kilometre foot-safari along
the Zambesi; the average weight of the packs carried by staff and
boys was 23 kilograms.

2 February 1972: The Chief Assistant, Mr. Wright, spoke to the sixth
form on “School — a costly mistake”.

15 March 1972: The Drakensberg Boys’ Choir performed for the school.

29 March 1972: Of 384 boys in Forms I and III tested for bilharzia, only
seven had a positive reaction.

19 April 1972: A school dental inspection discovered over 300 holes in
the teeth of Milton boys.

15-20 May 1973: Milton boys won four major prizes in the Young
Scientists’ Exhibition.

20 July 1973: “A noisy but highly successful Old Boys’ Reunion was held
at Milton and resolutions passed for an annual event to be held”.

22 July 1973: A sponsored walk raised over $5 000 towards the cost of
furnishings and paving for the new pavilion.

January 1974: A Milton Folk Club was established and later in the year
arranged “An Evening of Good, Contemporary Music”.

19 July 1974: The second annual Old Boys’ Reunion was preceded by a
staff/old boys hockey match in which the staff side was ‘‘annihi-
lated”. At the subsequent dinner there were four father-and-son
combinations present.

24 July 1974: A recording made by a clarinet quartet drawn from the
Milton School Band was broadcast by the R.B.C.
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June 1975: Milton promoted a Rock Concert in which the principal
performers were two largely Milton bands — Fungus Gil and
Sacrifice. A full house helped to produce perhaps the noisiest
evening in the school’s history.

July 1975: Yet another sponsored walk was held but the law of
diminishing returns was beginning to operate and only $4 000 was
this time realised.

3rd Term 1975: Work began on the “long-awaited’ shelter and toilet
facilities on the Thompson Fields.

18 March 1976: The Sixth Form Union was re-established and arranged
a programme which, as well as braais, dances and films, included
abseiling.

25 July 1976: Dr. Mark Webster delivered the Milton Address and
concluded:

“Only when the majority of the people of all races and groups
here live under conditions which make them proud to call this
country their own, can national solidarity and unity be achieved.
Only then will there be a secure and promising future for all.”

3 November 1976: Mr. Michael Bennet, one of Rhodesia’s top players,
took on thirty members of the school’s Chess Club in a simul-
taneous tournament; he won twenty-seven matches and drew
three.

2 October 1977: Yet another sponsored walk succeeded in raising $8 675
towards a new school bus.

10 November 1977: The builders moved on to the site of the new staff
flats which were built on the lawns between Charter House and
Selborne Avenue.

3-5 March 1978: Six boys set up atrampoline marathon record of sixty-
five hours non-stop bouncing. This was in aid of magazine funds
and initiated a spate of marathons including an attempt on the
world squash record for six players of sixty-four hours non-stop
play and a fifty-hour non-stop badminton game with eleven
players.

11-12 March 1978: A weekend of heavy rain flooded the under-stage
area of the Beit Hall and it took four hours to rescue the set of the
school play which was then erected, not much the worse for its
experiences. Meanwhile, both hostels had already been without
hot water for two weeks as flooding had put the boilers out of
action and, although in Charter House the water in the cellars was
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six feet deep, the Department of Works that had been pumping
out the water was called away to more urgent work after 130 mm
of rain fell in five hours on Sunday evening.

June 1978: Electricity was installed in the English and History blocks.

5 February 1979: The first non-white pupils to attend Milton arrived at
the school.

May 1979: A tiered embankment on the west side of the Hambly Field
came into use; it enabled many more spectators to watch rugby in
comfort and with much improved visibility.

March 1980: The 1st XI scored 258 for 5 in a match against O.M.’s and
the captain, Viljoen, made 109.

25 July 1980: Howie Gardiner, who was to have given the Milton
Address, was ill and his thirteen-minute speech was read by a
member of the School Advisory Council.

August 1980: In his Farewell Message to the school, Mr. Gracie recalled
highlights of his ten years and a term at Milton, one of which was
“unexpectedly talking to a schoolboy through an upstairs window
when he was climbing a drainpipe”.

25 October 1980: A member of 4A, Ewan Van Ryneveld, narrated
“Peter and the Wolf”’ with the Bulawayo Philharmonic Orchestra
conducted by Derek Hudson.

7 November 1980: Father Odilo Weeger dedicated the new panel of the
School War Memorial commemorating boys who had lost their
lives in the civil war.

12 February 1981: Heavy fighting in Entumbane and adjacent suburbs
led to the closure of Milton and all other schools for the day.

22-25 July 1981: The school play, “Lord of the Flies”, was produced
with a cast drawn entirely from Forms 1 and 2.

15 August 1981: Issue No. 334 proved to be the last appearance of the
Milton News for over two years.

October 1981: The first Milton Oktoberfest was so successful that it
became an annual event.

April 1982: The school play, “Volunteers”, won five awards in the
National High Schools’ Theatre Festival.

September 1983: The school received a visit from the Deputy Prime
Minister, Simon Muzenda.

26 March 1984: The Tiibingen Chamber Orchestra played two concerts
to a total audience of over 1 300 —the whole of Milton and visitors
from six neighbouring schools.
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June 1984: The 1st Soccer XI beat C.B.C. 16-2.

February 1985: Yet another attempt was made to relaunch a Sixth Form
Society, this time in conjunction with Townsend; perhaps for this
reason, it began very successfully.

6 May 1985: Graham Coehn, ranked 37th junior in the world by the
International Tennis Federation and having won the Mata-
beleland Junior Open Championship, was selected to play in the
Junior Wimbledon Championships in July by the Tennis Asso-
ciation of Zimbabwe. He was beaten 2-6, 3-6 by the Spanish
under-18 No. 1, Javier Sanchez.

6-7 June 1985: The Milton-Townsend Variety Concert proved so
popular that hundreds had to be turned away.

20 July 1985: The Sixth Form Society celebrated the impending 75th
Birthday with an Edwardian Ball featuring costumes that might
have been seen in 1910; the decor for the dining hall included a
fountain.
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The Livingston Quad, June 1985.



The Morgan Quad at Break, June 1985.
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