
Leigh Sagar 

 

Leigh’s Cousin, Craig Baron, posted this recently. 

 

Chambers are greatly saddened to announce the death of Leigh Sagar on Friday 14 
August. 

Leigh’s journey to English law was unconventional. He was brought up in what was then 

Bulawayo, Rhodesia, the son of a butcher. Playing the guitar and the organ, in his teens 

he joined other musicians and they formed Otis Waygood, a blues band; the name was 

adapted from that of the maker of the lifts found around Bulawayo. They had 

considerable success, especially in South Africa, in the late 1960s and 1970s. 

Life as a travelling musician, however, is tiring and the authorities in Ian Smith’s 

Rhodesia did not care for wayward music and more than shoulder-length coiffure, 

Leigh’s being spectacular. So he came to England and, perhaps surprisingly, qualified as a 

barrister, being called by Lincoln’s Inn in 1983. He joined us soon afterwards in 12 New 

Square and then New Square Chambers, the successor set, where he spent his whole 

professional life, never retiring. Without help from an American law school, he also 

qualified as a New York attorney. In chambers he developed a broad Chancery practice 

but specialising in wills and estates. 

Always interested in IT – he had a science background – and always willing to help those 

less accomplished than himself, he developed an expertise over the last decade or so in 

cryptocurrencies and digital assets generally, and was much in demand for that 

knowledge. He wrote from scratch The Digital Estate, published by Sweet & Maxwell, the 

first book on its subject and now in its second edition. He had a great talent for 

exposition, writing simply and with exceptional clarity, and was a strikingly able 

speaker, easy to listen to and capable of conveying complex notions to an audience 
unfamiliar with them. 

His interview before he joined chambers I recall well, not knowing that I was meeting 

someone who would be a friend as well as a colleague. He had been a member of 

chambers for some forty years. Leigh was marvellous company, cheerful, relaxed and 

modest, generous with his time and welcoming to newcomers to chambers, whether as 
pupils or members. We shall miss him greatly. 
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